
 
 

NEWSLETTER 
186 Flushcombe Road 

  Blacktown NSW 2148      

Phone: (02) 9671 2669  

  E. office@auroraelc.com.au   

 

A Note from the Director 

Summer has come and gone too fast and I hope that you have all had the chance to spend some 
quality time with your families. Autumn is a beautiful time of year as nature preps for the colder 
winter months.  

It’s hard to believe, but Easter is fast approaching, and I am sure the children will be anticipating 
the excitement of the Easter bunny and the copious amounts of chocolates. 

In case you haven’t noticed, we have embarked on some centre updates and refurbishment to 
continue on with keeping our environment fresh and up to date for our children and our families. 
Some of the works done to date include painting of the children’s classrooms, maintaining and 
refreshing our backyard decking as well as maintaining our gardens, trees and mulch.  There 
will be more works in the pipeline and our families will be kept informed about the other updates 
of our physical environment and resourcing as they happen.  
 

We are both very excited and very honoured to have been operating 
in Blacktown for 5 years. In July this year we are turning 5! 
Consequently, we will be planning an open morning for all our 
families and our local community to come celebrate this important 
milestone with us. We will keep you posted with more information 
about the event closer to the time.  

 

Just a few housekeeping things to be aware of: 

Update your Details: Have you recently had a change of contact details for you or your 
nominated emergency contacts, or those given authority to collect? If so, please remember to 
complete a Change of Detail form. Please be aware that this is extremely important, and it is 
parents’ responsibility to have these details current. 

Signing in/out: Please ensure that you do this on our kiosk as soon as you are on the premises. 
This is a legal requirement and is vital information for the government as they need to see exact 
time in and out as well as who signs them in and out.  

 

Wishing you all a wonderful couple of months. Stay safe. 

 

Dalal Lim 
Managing Director 
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The Early Milestones Corner… 
Dalal Lim – Speech & Language Pathologist 

 
As some of our families are aware, I am a Speech Pathologist. 
I graduated from the University of Sydney in 1999 and had 
practiced in the field for over 16 years in a variety of settings 
working with different special needs.  
 
This has meant that I bring an element of understanding around speech and language 
development in children as well as other developmental milestones through my work in 
multidisciplinary teams.  
 
I mainly share my knowledge, education and research with our wonderful staff here at the centre 
and collaborate behind the scenes with the educators in discussing whole room goals, layout 
and best practice to promote the development of these essential skills in our children.  
 
I have pondered well and hard about how I can establish a regular parent training module for 
our families utilizing my skills. Given the complexity of our modern life and how busy most of us 
working families are, I thought to start by sharing some of my knowledge and experience through 
academic research, professional experience as well as personal research and experience from 
observing and ‘working’ with my own 5 children with you through our newsletters would be 
beneficial. 
 

MULTILINGULAISM  
 
The recent 2016 census revealed that more 
than one-fifth (21%) of Australians speak a 
language other than English at home. Closer to 
home, approximately 91% of our centre 
families are ‘Culturally and Linguistically 
Diverse’ (CALD) and thus, bilingual and/or 
multilingual.  

Needless to say, one of the most common 
questions that I get asked about is bilingualism/multilingualism and its benefits and 
disadvantages on children’s language development. I wanted to take this opportunity to share 
with you some recent research and my own professional experience and thoughts around this 
topic. 

 
There are many benefits to exposing your child to your mother tongue other than English at 
home. Besides the benefit of being able to understand and communicate easily with you and 
your family in your mother tongue, research has shown that children who learn more than one 
language: 
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1. demonstrate enhanced cognitive development (Bialystok, 2007), 
2. can have improved memory and concentration,  
3. are better at solving problems.  

This all leads to overall better communication and future career opportunities in an ever-
increasing global market. 

 

There is a common misconception that children will get confused when exposed to more than 
one language. All the world’s languages put together comprise about 800 or so sounds. Each 
language uses only about 40 language sounds, or ‘phonemes’, which distinguish one language 
from another. Research shows that “a baby is born with an unusual gift of being able to 
understand the difference between these 800 sounds. When they’re exposed to one or more 
languages, they start understanding the difference between the languages”. Research has 
indicated that young multilingual children can appropriately code switch as early as 18 months 
of age (Brice & Wertheim 2004/2005). 

However, research suggests that multilingual children may experience a slight delay in 
expressive language only. This means that given that they have no inherent disability or 
developmental delay, they will be able to understand the languages they’re exposed to well but 
may be a little behind in expressing themselves. This is not classified as a delay or a disorder 
but rather a ‘typical’ delay. The concern should be when a child’s receptive language is affected.  

Remember that Receptive Language (understanding) is a building block to developing 
Expressive Language. The analogy that I often give to families is that if you were to go to France 
and had no understanding of the French language, then you would not be able to communicate 
or express yourself in French either. Same theory for children developing language, if they do 
not understand what you are saying to them, they will in turn NOT be able to use language to 
express themselves. 

Research with multilingual children with disabilities has also shown that multilingualism does not 
have any detrimental effect on language development.   

 

TIPS TO RAISING A MULTILINGUAL CHILD 

1. Start as soon as the baby is born. 
2. Linguistic experts believe that children can 

learn multiple languages just by hearing them 
3. Speak to your child in your mother tongue at 

home. While they will learn English at school or 
at child care, speaking to them in your native 
language at home will help them differentiate 
and understand the two languages. 
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4. For parents with different native languages/mother tongues, you can follow the OPOL 
method – One Person, One Language. Both parents and even grandparents should 
speak to the child in their preferred language. 

5. Make learning two or more languages fun for them by reading to them in your native 
language/s. You can even interest them in watching movies in your language. 

6. Organise social outings with families and children who speak the same language. 
7. Travel to the country where the language is spoken. First-hand experience with the 

culture and interaction with other people speaking the language will help enhance your 
child’s understanding and fluency in the language. 

8. Be patient with them and encourage them. Don’t discourage them if they are mixing 
words of two languages. They will eventually learn. 

 
As parent input is very high on our centre philosophy, if you have a general question about 
Speech and Language Development, please do not hesitate to send them in to me through the 
QIP area or any of our Educators. I will endeavor to address common and re-occurring concerns 
and questions about the topic of Speech and Language development in our newsletter to shed 
light on specific topics that come up for our families. Your input into what you would like me to 
discuss is highly appreciated.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dalal Lim 
Speech Pathologist & Managing Director 

 

 

References:  

- Starting Blocks THE AUSTRALIAN CHILDREN'S EDUCATION & CARE QUALITY AUTHORITY (ACECQA) 
- Brice, Alejandro. (2015). Multilingual Language Development. International Encyclopedia of 

the Social & Behavioral Sciences, Second Edition, 2015, 57–64 

 

Image acknowledgement: Google images 
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A word from our Centre Manager… 

We have had a very busy start to the year and we have welcomed many new families into the 
centre. We have enjoyed getting to know our new children and the children are doing very well 
at adjusting to their new environment and new routines! It is lovely to see the children from 
both rooms, immersed in the wonderful programs developed by our educators and of course, 
by the children themselves. 

We are in the process of beginning our 2019 Quality Improvement Plan. Our parent input area 
will be up and running in the next couple of weeks and we encourage you all to contribute your 
thoughts and ideas on our service. As always, we value parent input as we continue to strive 
to maintain the Exceeding Quality of our centre. 

It’s hard to believe that March is already here and there are very limited spots available in the 
centre. Please note that if you wish to change days, you may need to be placed on the waiting 
list.  Please discuss any changes that you may need with me as soon as possible. 

We are proud to announce that we are nominated for the Blacktown Local Business awards. 
We hope that all of our families will support our nomination and vote for us following the link 
below. 

https://thebusinessawards.com.au/business/46119/Aurora-Early-Learning-Centre 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FEE POLICY 

Our fees must only be processed through the Direct Debit system. We use the Direct Debit 
System to simplify the fee payment process and to eliminate the risk of errors. If you are 
experiencing any difficulties in paying fees, please talk to management as soon as possible. 
In the event of repeated ‘fee dishonours’ we may suspend or terminate your child’s position at 
the centre.  

 

https://thebusinessawards.com.au/business/46119/Aurora-Early-Learning-Centre
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Friendly reminders 

• The Centre Door remains locked until 7am. It is a legal requirement that no children 

be inside the premises before 7am as our licensed hours are strictly 7am- 6pm. 

• The late fee will be charged after 6pm.  

• Please label ALL your child’s drink bottles, sheets, clothing etc. This avoids any mix 
ups with other children’s possessions and makes it easier to return items to the 
children’s lockers/bags. 

• Unfortunately, we are continuing to experience issues with the Centre driveway. We 
have received reports that parents are parking in the driveway while they take older 
children to school across the road. This has created problems for other parents who 
then have to wait for extended periods to be able to drive out of the driveway. Please 
use the driveway for quick drop offs at the centre ONLY.   

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

March 

 

• 17th March - St Patrick's Day, Ireland 
• 21st March - Harmony Day, Australia 
• 21st March - Holi, Hindu Community 

• 30th March - Earth Hour 
 

April 

 

• Thursday 18th April - Easter Morning Tea – All families are welcome! 
• Friday 19th April Good Friday - Centre Closed 

• Sunday 21st April – Easter Sunday 
• Monday 22nd April- Easter Monday – Centre Closed 
• Thursday 25th April – ANZAC Day - Centre Closed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lisa Magner 
Centre Manager/Educational Leader/ Early Childhood teacher 
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Educational Leader Report 
 

As you would are aware, we have had a particularly long, hot summer with extreme heat 
conditions. Unfortunately, this had an impact on the amount of outdoor play that we were able 
to provide. We are very much looking forward to the cooler weather of autumn so that we can 
spend lots of time in our beautiful outdoor environment. 

Just like our indoor program, our outdoor program is planned with a mixture of intentional 
teaching, following children’s interests and spontaneous child led play. We are very fortunate 
to have such a beautiful outdoor area where the children love engaging with nature, exploring 
in the gardens, climbing, running and balancing- just to name a few! 

Our outdoor program also allows for important quiet experiences. This includes reading, 
puzzles, literacy, numeracy, sensory play, art, music and imaginative play. 

At Aurora, we incorporate the NSW Government Munch and Move guide lines into our daily 
program. Below is a list the benefits of active play.  

The benefits of being active for young children include: 
 

• promoting healthy growth and development 
• helping to achieve and maintain a healthy weight 
• building strong bones and muscles 
• improving cardiovascular fitness 
• improving balance, coordination and strength 
• maintaining and developing flexibility 
• improving posture 
• assisting with the development of gross motor and 

fine motor skills 
• providing the opportunity to develop fundamental 

movement skills 
• helping to establish connections between different 

parts of the brain 
• improving concentration and thinking skills 
• improving confidence and self-esteem 
• relieving stress and promoting relaxation 
• providing opportunities to develop social skills and 

make friends 
• improving sleep. 

 
Reference: www.healthykids.nsw.gov.au 

 
As the colder weather approaches, we will change to the Winter routine, which means that we 
will be going outside later in the morning. Outdoor play will still continue through the colder 
months, so please remember to pack coats, jacket (Labelled with your child name) for outdoor 
play. 
Lisa Magner 

http://www.healthykids.nsw.gov.au/
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Hot from the kitchen… 

Dear Families,  

 

 

 

 

With the cooler weather approaching, we will change 
over to the winter menu very soon. We are currently 
trying out some new recipes. One of the new recipes is 
Vegetarian Tortilla Basket which includes tomato, 
baked beans, lettuce and a touch of cheese. 

Over the last couple of weeks, I have introduced 
cooking experiences with the children. Last week the 
children enjoyed making pizzas. The ingredients used 
were mushrooms, green and red capsicum, pineapple, 
cheese and tomato sauce to name a few. The children 
enjoyed this experience and were very excited to eat 
their freshly made pizzas. I look forward to providing 
more cooking experiences on a regular basis.  
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We always welcome parent input. If you have any ideas about recipes, please do not hesitate 
to share with either Miss Nadia or Miss Lisa. Our aim is to make meal- times an enjoyable and 
a relaxing experience for all the children! 

 

A big thank you to those families who have been bringing in fruit each day to share. 
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Saving the Planet - Our Sustainability Project 

 

Hi, It’s Lauren here and I am excited that I have been assigned as the centre’s sustainability 

officer 😊 I will be contributing to our newsletters with topics, ideas and requests in bringing 

this important topic to our immediate attention as a centre and a community. Please feel free 

to contribute with sustainable ideas to our Quality Improvement Plan (QIP). Many hands and 

minds about this topic makes for a better future for our children. 

This week at Aurora, we have started collecting empty bottles to use for our DIY herb garden! 

Families have bought in a variety of different bottles and placed them in our basket, which is 

in the foyer.  

Besides collecting empty bottles, we are also collecting plastic bread bags. The empty bread 

bags will be used instead of nappy bags for any wet, soiled clothing. All bottles and plastic 

bags are useful as we are trying to reuse and recycle what we can! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Lauren 
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The year has been off to a fabulous start in the Bumblebee room. We have 

welcomed lots of wonderful new families into our little community and it has been fantastic to 

get to know you all. With so many new faces in the Bumblebee room please remember to 

place your child name on all of their belongings to ensure that there is no lost property. This 

includes names on water bottles, milk bottles and nappies please.  

The educators in the Bumblebee room this year are Miss Caitlin, Miss Lauren, Miss Emilia 

and Miss Jess. Please come and speak to any of us if you have any questions about your 

child or the room. 

 

The Bumblebee children have been expressing a great amount of interest in cars and transport 

related objects. To extend on this interest, we have decided to start the year off with a transport 

project. So far, the children have really gotten into the project and have loved learning all about 

different types of transport.  

To date, some of the favourite experiences have been driving cars through paint and driving 

the Tonka trucks around the room. We will continue with this project until the children take 

interest in something else. If any families have any ideas on transport related experiences that 

we can do, please come and speak to me and I will add it to the program. 
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From the 4th of February to the 8th February the centre participated in Chinese New Year. 

The children engaged in a range of experiences relating to Chinese New Year such as making 

spring rolls with Miss Nadia, using lots of glitter in craft and learning about the importance of 

Chinese New Year.  

Jasmine’s mum suggested ideas on experiences we could do, and we all learnt about the 

Chinese symbol for happiness. Through participating in Chinese New Year, the children are 

developing an understanding of different cultures and different cultural celebrations.  

 

Thank you very much to Jasmine’s mum for contributing to the program. 

 

 

 

Miss Caitlin- Bumblebee room leader 2019 
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The Dragonfly children have had a beautiful start to the new year. The children 

have started their “All about me”.  

‘News time’ roster and the children have embraced it with open arms. So far, the children are 

still learning the basic concepts of news with the concepts of asking questions and answering 

questions. This is an essential skill to be learnt to get children ready for school and 

presentation skills required in their schooling. This is a great experience for the children to 

engage directly with their peers and teachers in a supported and focused group. The children 

can share items and topics that are important and special to them. The children have enjoyed 

bringing in special things from home such as their favourite item of clothing to special sea 

shells they have collected on their holidays. It gives the children a great opportunity to build 

upon their communication skills and foster self-confidence skills.   

 

 

 The pre-schoolers have started of the year with their first 

project on “self-portraits. Each year the teachers 

encourage the children draw and create a representation 

of themselves using colourful pencils, textas and 

reflective mirrors to assist the children in their 

creativeness. Self-portraits are a great way to showcase 

the children’s journey within the classroom and help 

establish confident self-identities and a sense of 

belonging and being within the classroom environment.  

The children will have another opportunity towards the end of the year to create another self-

portrait on themselves. This is a fun and creative way for the children, teachers and families  
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to see how far the children have come in terms of creativity, pincer grip control of the 

pencil/texter and focus and concentration skills.  

  

 

 

We have also been very busy with the focus of their class project on “Under the Sea”. The 

children have embraced this project and have shared their thoughts and interests with their 

teachers and friends through discussions and circle group times. They have enjoyed sharing 

their ideas on what sea-creatures they would like to know more about. The Dragonfly’s have 

also showcased their beautiful paintings representing the “the colours of the ocean” using 

lovely hues and tones of green, teal, yellow and blue to help represent their creative thinking 

around this theme. 

We have enjoyed being hands on with the learning through creating beautiful shell and pebble 

motifs to add to the project wall as well as be creative learners in creating starfish and lovely 

bright paper crabs.  

The teachers will continue to derive from the children’s current interest and ideas to add to the 

project wall.   

Miss Sana, Miss Veilagi and Mr Hayden 😊 

 

 

 

 


