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A Note from the Director 

3 Years ago, Sony and I had a very clear 
vision of what we would like to see evolve in 
the early childhood sector and consequently 
went about over that period of time setting the 
bench mark for it. We envisioned an inclusive 
and nurturing environment where children 
and their families feel like they can grow, 
learn and excel. We have worked very hard 
at supporting this through not only 
periodically updating the learning 
environment, resourcing the centre but also 
through employing staff that hold and believe in the same values and philosophies as us.  

We are now very pleased with the centre, the educational programs and physical environment 
at the centre.  We’ve had a great time seeing it all come to life over the last 3 years and in 
meeting so many amazing children, families and other professionals along the way.   

I would like to personally thank all our families first and foremost for your continued involvement 
and collaboration with us in your child’s early education and your support and trust in us. A 
special thank you goes out to all our dedicated and caring staff who strive to better the standards 
and learning outcomes for each individual child continuously. There isn’t a day that I don’t see 
and hear the educators reflect and discuss ways to enhance a child’s experience and learning. 

We have had our much-anticipated Assessment & Rating day by the Department of Education. 
That took place on Wednesday 26th July. It was an extremely busy time leading up to it and an 
exciting and very long day for all of us. We are awaiting the new rating of the centre. Suffice to 
say that the assessor was highly impressed with a lot of our practices and environment. Families 
will be notified of our rating as soon as we get it. 

This year, our centre photos are scheduled for the 7th November and more information about 
packages you can purchase for your child will be available to you closer to date. We have picked 
a very exciting photographer this year who has presented us with his work that is definitely 
different from what we have seen before. Keep your eyes out!  

The centre is now at 100% occupancy. Please give us at least a week’s notice if you need to 
add a day and we will try our best to accommodate on a casual basis based on absences or 
holidays taken by other families. Please note that once a casual day is book, it will be charged 
whether the child attends or not as this has meant that another family has missed out on a spot 
they wanted as well as the admin work that’s gone into the booking. 

Update your Details: Have you recently had a change of contact details for you or your 
nominated emergency contacts, or those given authority to collect? If so, please remember to  
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complete a Change of Detail form attached. Please be aware that this is extremely important 
and it is parents’ responsibility to always have these details current. 

The Earn & Learn incentive is back on. A reminder to help the centre collect the stickers. This 
will enable us to earn valuable resources for our classrooms. 

 

 

 

 
 
                                

 
 
A great way to keep in touch with us is through our Facebook page. Get our latest news, 
information about future events and activities, latest childcare industry news and information, 
see our activities and share our recipes as well as articles, blogs and videos of early childhood 
related topics and community involvement news. 

 
www.facebook.com/AuroraELC  

 

 

Finally, we will be having a Father’s Day Morning Tea 
at the centre on Friday 1st September from 9:30-
10:30am. We would love to see as many fathers, 
grandfathers and uncles on the day. Come and have 
a play with your child and enjoy a some nibblies. RSVP 
to the staff by Monday 29th August 

  

 
 
 
 
 
Wishing you all a wonderful couple of months. Stay well. 
 

Dalal Lim 
Director 
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Centre Manager Report… 

It is hard to believe that it is August already! We have many events coming up in August and 

September and encourage you all to carefully read this newsletter so that you don’t miss out 

on any events. 

On Wednesday July 26th, we had our Assessment and Rating visit from the NSW Department 

of Education. The Assessment officer spent the day looking at our Centre Practices and our 

Educational Program to determine our rating against the 7 Quality Areas of the National 

Quality Standard. More information on this process can be found at acecqa.gov.au. We will 

let you know of our results very soon! 

We are participating in Woolworths Earn and Learn throughout August. We would really 

appreciate families saving the earn and learn stickers from Woolworths and placing the 

stickers in the box in our foyer area.  

Friendly Reminders 

• We have very limited space available at the Centre for storage of prams and strollers. 

If you need to leave these at the Centre, please fold up the stroller and make sure that 

the entrance area is not blocked in any way. Please do not leave prams in the carpark 

area. 

• Please remember to sign your child in and out each day. Once you have entered your 

phone number and pin, you will be directed to sign in. If you experience any difficulties 

with this procedure, please ask an educator for assistance.  

• Please remember to make sure that you take your child to the room each morning. Do 

not leave children alone in the foyer area. 

 

IMPORTANT DATES     AUGUST- SEPTEMBER 

Friday August 4th – Jeans for Genes Day 

7th-11th August- Planet Ark National Tree Planting Week 

Wednesday August 9th- Transition to School Information Night 

12-20th August – Science week 

Friday 1st September- Footy Colours Day & Father’s Day Morning Tea 

5th September- STEPS Vision screening (Preschool children) 
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Educational Leader Report 

Daily Diary 

One of the services that we provide at Aurora, is emailing the Daily Diaries to parents each 

day. This is a great way for families to obtain a snapshot of some of the learning experiences 

that the children participate in each day. As you can appreciate, it is difficult to include a photo 

of every single child on every single day. This does not mean that your child did not participate 

in any activity, it just means that due to time constraints it is impossible to photograph 

everything that occurs. National Quality Standards and the Regulations do not stipulate that 

any photos need to be taken at all. This is something extra that we do for our families. Please 

be aware that care of the children and supervision always comes before putting together the 

Daily Diary and there may be some occasions where it is not sent until the next day. We 

appreciate your understanding on this matter. 

Transition to School Evening 

We have had many parents speak to us recently about our Transition to school program. Over 

the next couple of weeks, parents of children who are going to school in 2018 will be 

encouraged to meet with Miss Lisa and Miss Sana to discuss their child’s progress in regard 

to school readiness. Any families that are still unsure about whether to start school in 2018 

are also encouraged to attend. 

The process of Transitioning to School is an exciting milestone for each child and family. It is 

often difficult to make the decision to send a child to school early or to wait an extra year. 

Parents often express concerns about whether their child 'is ready' for school.  

 

At our Centre, we have a strong focus on each child’s individual development and through 

observations, conversations with children and conversations with parents, we are able to 

develop goals for each child to work towards, to help with their progression towards school 

readiness.  

 

Over the last few years, extensive studies and research has been undertaken in school 

readiness. The majority of professionals in our sector agree that the most important factors in 

school readiness include the following areas: -  

 

• Self-help skills and Independence. This includes the child being able to dress and undress 

themselves, put their own shoes on, look after and put away their own  

belongings. It is also very important that children are able to go to the toilet independently.  

• Social skills. It is important that children are able to interact well with other children and to  
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play collaboratively and co-operatively with other children. Children should also be able to 

demonstrate a developing a sense of empathy and care towards others.  

• Curiosity and an interest in learning. Children are naturally curious and it is important in 

early childhood that this curiosity is encouraged and fostered. Children  

 

who are r͚eady͛ for school display an interest in learning new concepts. These are the skills that 

we are focusing on in our Preschool Program.  

The children also acquire many language and numeracy skills through a balance play based 

and intentional teaching experiences 

In the upcoming months, the children will be participating in a variety of experiences to help 

with their progress towards school readiness.  

 

• Self -Serving at lunch  

• Sign -in sheets for the children  

• Lunchbox week. This will occur during each month from now until January. Children will 

select their lunch order and then practice the routine of unwrapping their  

sandwich and eating independently.  

• School Library Visits  

• Role play/ dramatic play school  

• School Canteen practice  

 On August the 9th, the Deputy Principal from Blacktown South Public School will be 

conducting a transition to School Information night at our Centre. All preschool parents are 

invited to attend. 

If you have any concerns or questions regarding our Transition to School Program, please do 

not hesitate to contact us. 

As always, if you ever have any questions or concerns regarding bookings, accounts or any 

other issue, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Lisa Magner 

Centre Manager & Educational Leader 

Early Childhood Teacher 
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Sensory swing 

Some of you may have noticed the new swing that we have 

in the Bumble Bee room. The children have really been 

enjoying this space that allows them to retreat to a cosy 

calming space. We, as educators have been really 

impressed with the way that the children have both utilised 

and shared this new space. The swing is available to the 

children all day except meal times and rest time. The back 

and forth motion of the swing can be both relaxing and 

exciting depending on the child’s play motivation. Besides 

being an enjoyable activity for children, research supports that swinging is very beneficial for 

physical, social, and cognitive development for children 

www.pgpedia.com/s/swinging 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://pgpedia.com/c/cognitive-development
http://www.pgpedia.com/s/swinging
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Hot from the kitchen… 

Dear Families,  

 

Our winter menu continues.  We have tweaked it slightly over the past 2 months again abased 

on feedback I am getting from the educators and children. We have removed the zucchini fries 

as the children were not very fond of this and replaced that with another vegetarian meal that 

is middle eastern inspired called “Mujadara Rice”. I have included this recipe here for you in 

case you wanted to give it a go at home. It’s very nutritious, filling and we were surprised by 

how the children have taken to it. 

In regard to the drinking, we are providing cups for the Bumble Bee kids to drink out of. We 

have introduced sippy cups as a transition for the toddlers as research suggests continued 

use of a baby bottle will impact on dental and oral hygiene and development and cause speech 

delays. 

On Thursday 27th July, we had Blacktown Council come and do a sustainability and recycling 

session with our children. They introduced us all to worm farming which is great for the 

environment. What that means is that we are saving all our fresh produce scraps and 

eggshells to feed the worms. The worm farm has been set up in our backyard. Feel free to 

pop around see them. It’s a huge highlight for our kids feeding them. Photos of this will be put 

on our website and facebook page, so keep your eye out for them. 

 

A big thank you to those families who bring in fruit or vegetables. 

 

Nadia Tawil 
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Mujadara Rice 

Serves 10 

Ingredient 

1 cup Brown Lentils 

4 cups plain uncooked rice 

1 teaspoon cumin 

1 onion finely chopped 

 

Sauce 

3-4 clove garlic, minced 

3-4 tablespoons tomato paste 

3-4 cups Boiling water  

Oil 

 

 

Method 

 

1. Boil the brown lentils until tender then add the uncooked rice. 

2. Season with salt and teaspoons of cumin  

3. Add enough water to cover the top of the rice and lentil mixture. 

3. Cover and cook. Stir occasionally. 

4. In a new pot, add garlic, tomato paste and boiled water and stir until sauce is 

thick. 

5. season to taste. 

Serve a couple of tablespoons of the sauce on the rice and a side of fresh garden 

salad. 
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We have continued with our project that is themed “under the sea”. The Bumble 

Bee children have really embraced this interest and we have investigated and 

explored sea creatures such as Jellyfish, Sharks, Crabs, Pufferfish and Starfish to name a 

few. Please spend a few minutes next time you are in the centre to have a look at our project 

wall. Be sure to ask your children about what they have learnt… they may even be able to 

teach you something 😊 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FEELINGS AND EMOTIONS 

We continued to focus on the Bumble Bee children’s 

social skills, particularly sharing, waiting for a turn 

and thinking of others. We have also began to 

discuss “feelings and emotions” with the children. 

As you may have noticed that your children 

sometimes have trouble processing their BIG 

emotions such as frustration and anger. We have 

been helping the Bumble Bee’s deal with these 

emotions in a way that doesn’t impact their peers in 

a negative manner. This has been taught by 

modelling caring behaviours to the children, which they then practice in dramatic play as mums 

with baby dolls and as doctors.  We have also investigated feelings through stories, puzzles, 

books and songs. We have seen some real progress in these areas.  
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We also have set up a creative area in our room. The purpose of this area is for the children 

to have the opportunity to draw, paint, cut and glue. Some of the skills that have been 

developing in this area are drawing people, flowers and even writing letters and numbers. The 

children are also learning how to cut paper with scissors and are developing problem solving 

skills when gluing.  This area has been very popular with the children and some of the 

masterpieces that the children have been amazing. The best part about it is that there are no 

“rights or wrongs” just creative minds and an endless supply of paper. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Leanne   
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The Preschool dragonfly children have been very busy celebrating and learning about many 

cultural and diverse concepts about the indigenous community. The children engaged in many 

beautiful and natural themed activities to help commemorate reconciliation week and Naidoc 

week.  

The preschooler’s enjoyed looking at lovely indigenous symbols and used paint, clay, stones 

and sticks to replicate and create their own representations and ideas.   

In the Dragonfly room, the children have been focusing on many numeracy and literacy 

concepts as well as integrated intentional teaching group times. These group times are a great 

way for the children to challenge their thinking skills and cognitive processes of following 

instructions and being guided.  Pre-schoolers are encouraged to take part in problem solving  
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and working as a group to share and take turns all vital skills for a smooth transition into their 

schooling years.   

As the children have had ongoing projects and learning stories throughout the months of June 

and July, the interest of dinosaurs still lives on! The children have been demonstrating some 

beautiful dinosaur pretend play within the classroom and incorporating the natural elements 

within their play. The children have created some beautiful pieces of dinosaur discovery 

worlds!  

Another strong interest has been playing in the home corner area, the children have enjoyed 

baking cakes, creating menus and running busy cafes in their pretend play. Keep your eyes 

peeled for our new home corner coming soon. 😊 

 

Looking forward to another busy six months.                                                           

Miss Sana 
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Parents / Guardians Contact Details Update 

Date:  

In order to maintain an effective method of contacting you in case of any emergencies, 
please provide us with your current up-to-date contacts.                  

 

Child’s Name: ______________________________________________ 

ADDRESS:  ______________________________________________ 

  ______________________________________________ 

 

Father’s Contacts:  Home Phone No.: …………………………………………………………………………… 

             Mobile Phone No.: ……………………………………………………………………………  

  Email address.: ………………………………………………………………………………. 

         Work Phone No.: ……………………………………………………………………………  

  Address (if different from above): ………………………………………………………… 

 

 

Mother’s Contacts:  Home Phone No.: …………………………………………………………………………… 

             Mobile Phone No.: ……………………………………………………………………………  

  Email address.: ………………………………………………………………………………...  

         Work Phone No.: ……………………………………………………………………………    

  Address (if different from above): ………………………………………………………… 

  

 


